
 

MVVC DAKOTA INN DINNER & SOCIAL EVENT  

Saturday, January 28 6:30 PM until ? 

@ The Dakota Inn Rathskeller 
17324 John R St., 2 blks north of McNichols in Detroit 
 

Happy New Year to all you Volks folks!.. 

 
...The MVVC will kick off 2012 with our annual dinner and social eve-

ning at the Dakota Inn in Detroit on Saturday, January 28. This per-

ennially popular event at the historic Dakota Inn Rathskeller provides 

the MVVC a chance to shake off the mid-winter doldrums and once 

again gather as a club for food, drink and fellowship. The Dakota Inn 

offers a festive atmosphere and German menu at reasonable prices, 
and if engaging with the MVVC membership once they've downed a 

brew or two isn't entertaining enough, there's the Schnitzelbank sing-

along that gives everyone's vocal chords a workout.  

 

Since many of us have enjoyed making the evening of revelry last even longer, we're planning the usual con-

voy after the dinner down to another Detroit institution, the Traffic Jam and Snug restaurant (TJ'S) in the 

Wayne State University area of Detroit, for coffee and their fabulous des-
serts. TJ'S is located on the corner of Canfield and Second, two blocks west 

of Woodward and about one mile east of the Lodge Fwy. 

So save the date and mark your calendars to join the MVVC at the Dakota 

Inn on Saturday, January 28 starting at 6:30 PM. The Dakota Inn is lo-

cated at 17324 John R. St., about two blocks north of McNichols (6 Mile 

Rd.), just east of Woodward in Detroit (ph. 313-867-9722 and check out 

their website at www.dakota-inn.com). The restaurant parking lot is moni-

tored but get there early because it usually fills up quickly. Street parking 
and an alternate lot across the street are also available. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE!!! Since the Dakota Inn staff have requested a head 

count prior to our evening, please RSVP with name and the number of 

people to attend at events@mvvc.net or call Events Coordinator, Bill 
Chapple at 269-781-8067 and leave a message 

with this information. RSVP is required by        

Saturday, January 21! 

 

It's the social event of the season,  and 

an MVVC tradition! See you there! 
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Prez Sez! 
Inspiring Words from MVVC President—Rick Cramer 

     Happy New Year to everyone!  I hope you all had a great holiday.  I would like to thank all 

of you for making 2011 great.  We have welcomed many new members to the club and look 

forward to meeting many more this year.  My goal is to make this year more fun than last year.  

Looking forward to a wonderful 2012!! 

     I would like to welcome the 2012 board.  It’s me again,  Rick Cramer, President!  I would 

like to welcome Larry Kabrick as Vice President.  Again this year our treasurer is  

Christine Cramer and Wayne Burling is our Secretary, Web Master and Newsletter Editor.  

Welcome to Bill Chapple as the events coordinator.  We will all work very hard together to 

make 2012 fun and eventful! 

     I would like to take this time to thank 2 people who have helped the club a great deal.  

Christine Jennette was our Vice President in 2011 and our Secretary in 2010.  She put a spark 

in the club when we needed it and insured that the MVVC would see its’ 25th festival this 

year!  Thank you Christine Jennette!  Tom Siligato has been our events coordinator for the 

last…… well, many years.  He has done a great job and has always gone above and beyond.  

Thank you Tom Siligato! 

     The club is always looking for things to do all over the state.  If you would like to organize 

an event, the board will be here to support you in any way possible.  Please keep letting us 

know about your ideas and suggestions.  

      

Hope to see everyone at the Dakota Inn! 

 

Rick Cramer 

President  



We received this email 
from Starfish Family  
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Holiday Greetings, Mr. Cramer!! 

My message today is three-fold… 

1.  To thank the Michigan Vintage Volkswagen Club for your continued support of Starfish Family Ser-

vices through your holiday party.  Our relationship goes back to 1995! During that time you have pro-

vided toys to many children who may not otherwise have toys or gifts of any kind for Christ-

mas.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  The beautiful toys Tom Siligato dropped off this year 

have all been distributed through our Adopt a Family Program and await the cheerful love and laughter 

of a child on Christmas morning.  

2.  While looking at your website, I notice you have an old Starfish logo so I’ve attached a couple versions 

of our new one for you to replace it with.  If you need it in a different format, just let me know.  Also, 

the link to our website doesn’t work. The website is www.starfishonline.org.  

3.  To invite you, and maybe your executive staff, to a Lunch @ Starfish luncheon.  We hold them once a 

month as a friend-raising not fundraising opportunity.  You will take a tour of our main facility with 

our CEO, then during a delicious catered lunch, our CEO, Ann Kalass, will provide a short presenta-

tion.  We usually have a client attend to speak of how the services at Starfish have benefited their fam-

ily, and there is usually time for questions and conversation.  Each month the small group is quite di-

verse and always engaging, and can consist of donors, volunteers, funders, community representatives, 

some folks who know us well and others who want to learn more about what we do.  It’s also a great 

chance for us to say Thank You.  If you are interested in attending, please email me so I can get you on 

the guest list; reservations are required.  All events take place at our main location (address below) 

from 11:30am – 1pm.  The next scheduled lunches are: 

January 17, 2012 

February 14, 2012 

March 15, 2012 

Thank you again for everything you do for the children and families at Starfish.  Merry Christmas! 

Pam Lincoln 

Assistant to the CEO 

Starfish Family Services 

30000 Hiveley Rd. 

Inkster, MI 48141 

734-727-3109 (direct) 

734-398-3101 (direct fax) 

734-728-3500 (main agency fax) 

 strengthening families to create brighter futures for children 

http://www.starfishonline.org
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1. Where is the World Headquarters for Volkswagen located?                                                                                                                                               

  - New Stanton, Pennsylvania                                                                                                                                                                                                          

  - Herndon, Virginia                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  - Wolfsburg, Germany 

2. When was Volkswagen mbH established?                                                                                                                                                                         

  - May 5, 1936                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  - May 5, 1937                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  - May 5, 1937 

3. The VW Beetle (Type 1) was one of the first to be evolved with the aid of a wind tunnel.  Unlike the Chrysler airflow, it would be a suc-

cess.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  True or False 

4. The Volkswagen factory at Wolfsburg came under UK control in 1945, it was to be dismantled and shipped to Britain.  Why did the plant 

remain in Germany?                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

  - No manufacturer in Britain wanted it                                                                                                                                                                                  

  - The Soviet Army wanted location                                                                                                                                                                                

  - Destruction from Allied bombing 

5. Volkswagens were first exhibited and sold in the United States, but only sold two in America that first year.  What year was the first Beetle 

sold in the US?                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  -1947                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  -1948                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  -1949 

6. Volkswagen of America was formed in April 1955 to standardize sales and service in the United State.                                                                          

  True or False   

Volkswagen Trivia 
Answers elsewhere in the newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

Visit the events page of our website for more information on these and other events. 

 

 Saturday, January 28th  Dakota Inn Social Event 17324 John R St., 2 blks north of McNichols . 

 Sunday, May 20th 25th Annual Vintage Volksvagen Festival   Ypsilanti, Michigan 

 

 

The following events have been suggested for the listed months but need coordinators to help plan if they are to come to be.  
If interested please contact events@mvvc.net.  

 

 March  TBD  Festival Planning Meeting & Lunch   

 June  TBD  Gilmore Auto Museum and the Air cooled Gathering  (north of Kalamazoo)  

 July  TBD  1st Annual Hudson Festival      

 August  TBD  MVVC picnic  

 October TBD  Special Fall Color Tour  

 November  TBD  Social/ Business meeting  

 December TBD  Holiday Party  
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
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David Chapple Automobile Art 

 
By Bill Chapple 

David Chapple and his Dad, Bill started going to the MVVC shows in 1988 at the second show for the club.  
He had a great interest in Volkswagens as his Grandfather, Nolan Allen and his Dad were both interested in 
them. At the time of the show he was a sophomore at Hope College in Holland, Michigan.  He was an Art Ma-
jor and he was painting ducks and other birds. His paintings were good, but not outstanding. 

 
David’s first big Volkswagen Painting 
After the first VW show he painted a watercolor of his Volks-
wagen Beetle and gave it to his dad to hang in his office.  One 
day shortly after his dad got the painting he was looking at the 
detailed reflections in the bumper of the Beetle.  He immedi-
ately Called David and said, “I am not sure what you have here 
in this painting, but stop the ducks and paint automobiles.” 
That is exactly what he did!  He painted Volkswagens, Fords, 
Chevrolets and Cadillac’s.  
During David’s junior year at Hope he was painting this five by 
seven foot painting 
of a 1956 Chevrolet 
in front of an old 
McDonald’s restau-
rant when an inte-
rior decorator who 
was working on the 
Kletz in the Student 
Center saw his 
work.  The decora-
tor had to have the 
painting and com-

missioned him to paint two more to compliment it.  This was truly 
the beginning of David Chapple Automobile Art. 
After graduation in 1991 from Hope he immediately became a free 
lance artist painting, in acrylic, automobiles.  He took the old 1969 
Westphalia Bus loaded it with art and hit the road. 
In the late summer of that year he set up his easels in the swap meet 
area of the Kruse Auction in Auburn Indiana for the Labor Day 
show.  He was not there an hour when the head of the Art exhibit, 
Tom Hale spotted him and invited him to join the other artists in 
the Automobile Art Exhibit.  
Here is what the newspaper reporters said about his art: “It isn’t everyday that a bright, young talent comes 
upon the automobile art scene, but David Chapple is just that.  He has only been out of school one year, but his 
reputation is spreading.  Chapple has already come up with his unique style, revealing reflection, luster and 
sleekness.  When viewed closely, his art reveals many abstract forms, but when viewed at a distance these 
forms blend into realism.”                          
He painted in an era that he did not live in the “50s”.  One paper said: “With the well placed stroke of a paint-
filled brush, artist David Chapple brings the 1950s to life”. He used nostalgic backgrounds in many of the 
paintings that he turned into prints. “Tugging on people’s emotional heart strings is a Chapple trademark.  He 
achieves this by incorporating elements of a time gone by with the cars that took us there.” 
  
 
 (Article Continued on next page) 
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David’s Vintage Vegas 
He graced the covers of many Car magazines including: Du-
Pont Registry eight times, Car Collector, Sports Car Market, 
Old Cars Weekly, Bloomington Gold, Corvette Central, and 
The Herrington. He also had a couple of paintings in VW’s 
World magazine. His art was featured throughout the book 
Crazy about Cars. 
 
He has become one of the foremost Corvette Artists in the 
country, having been featured at several of the premier Cor-
vette shows in the country and on the covers of many Corvette 
catalogs.                             
 David’s Java Joe’s 
He never forgets his roots with Volkswagen; he still has his 
1969 
Volks-
wagen 
Beetle sit-
ting in his 
garage 
looking 
just the 
way it 
looked in 

May of 1987 when he first showed it at the Michigan Vin-
tage Volkswagen Club Show. 
While he paints paintings of Corvettes, GTOs, Mustangs, 
GT 500s, and nostalgic Oceanside woodies, he still paints 

his first 
love, 
Volks-
wagens. 
 
 
David’s “Love Bugs” 
David discusses paintings and a life’s statement.  “Electric, 

colorful and glitzy are my first impressions when I think of 

my paintings. I’m intrigued by the view of a city when seen 

with an automobile’s perspective. Automobiles are an impor-

tant part of my paintings as they are very important to Amer-

ica’s nostalgic culture.” 

 
“Painting a stimulating street scene shows the colorful impact of how I see a city. My creative hunger 
for color is fed when I absorb the vivid scenes of a mighty metropolis. The power and energy gener-
ated is exhilarating. Viewers are pulled in and mesmerized as the painted images explode from the 
canvas.”  
 
“Giving Jesus Christ credit for my creative gift is an important part of my everyday life and is also 
seen throughout my paintings. A majestic sunset, vibrant floral landscapes, or a scripture in a license 
plate show examples of ways I thank the Lord for my talent.”  
 

                                                     
 (Article Continued on next page) 
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                                                    The Ghia 

One of the rewards of having a son as an artist is great 
Christmas and Birthday presents.  David gave this 
painting to his father for Father’s Day in 2002. 
David received his greatest accolade when he was cho-
sen to paint for America's biggest birthday party, A 
Capitol Fourth 2005! The celebration was July 4th from 
the grounds of the U.S. Capitol and featured a brilliant 
evening of musical entertainment topped by a dazzling 

display of fire-
works over the 
Washington 
Monument. Amer-
ica's premier holiday event offered one of the most excit-
ing musical salutes to take place on Independence Day in 
the nation's Capitol featuring memorable patriotic tunes 
ranging from classic marches to rock 'n roll, country and 
disco.  
The concert aired live on PBS from the West Lawn of the 
U.S. Capitol on Monday, July 4, 2005 from 8:00 to 9:30 
p.m. ET.  Yes! David was there front and center. 
His career truly started with the little German car 
we all love and cherish. 

ANNOUNCING THE 13th ANNUAL“HEROES OF 

ANTIQUE VOLKSWAGENING AWARD” 

 

 

The Common Gear Antique Volkswagen Society is happy to announce this year’s “Heroes of Antique Volkswagening” honoree.  The “Heroes” 

award program originated in 1999 to recognize those people within the antique Volkswagen world who have especially given of themselves to 

help other hobbyists, often with little or no personal gain or attention.  This unique “Vintage VW Hall of Fame” currently has 18 distinguished 

recipients, including Bill Collins, Dave Crompton, Bob Case, Bill Bowman, Everett Barnes, and Terry Shuler.   

 

I am very proud to announce that the recipient of the 13th annual “Heroes of Antique Volkswagening Award” is Jeremy Clayton, Presi-
dent of the Connecticut Volkswagen Association.  Anyone’s who’s attended CVA events over the past 10 years has probably seen 
Jeremy working hard, along with his fellow volunteer club staffers, to make sure the event runs smoothly, and everyone has a good 
time. Jeremy’s relaxed, low-key, and inclusive style has made the club and its events quite popular in the Northeast and beyond.  

 

Jeremy has also proudly represented Volkswagen at non-CVA events, and was no doubt the reason the huge Connecticut Antique 
Auto Show has chosen Volkswagen as this year’s featured marque at their 33

rd
 Annual Time Machines show.  After presiding over the 

CVA for the past 10 years, Jeremy is now retiring at the end of this year to pursue 
other interests and finish some projects, but not before we the Common Gear Soci-
ety recognize him for all his hard work and enthusiasm in displaying the positive go-
give VW Spirit.  The actual presentation of Jeremy’s award plaque should take place 
on July 24th, at the Time Machines show in Guilford, Connecticut.  But please join 
me in congratulating Jeremy here today.  Thank you! 

Volkswagen Trivia Answers 

1. Wolfsburg, Germany 

2. May 5, 1937 

3. True 

4. No manufacturer in Britain wanted it. 

5. 1949 

6. True 



 

 

YEAR/MODEL:                            1966 143 Coupe 
COLOR:                         L 288 (01) Bermuda Blue 
VIN:                                                  146604292 
ENGINE:                                         1285cc, 50hp 
PURCHASED:                             26 January 1967 
FROM:               Bushouse Motors, Battle Creek, MI 
SOLD:                                    circa Summer 1970 
TO:                              Renner Ford, Hastings, MI 
 

Acquisition: 
My 1st car, a 1960 Ghia 'back lot special' was wrecked driving home from school the Wednesday be-
fore Thanksgiving, 1966, by a man who ran a stop sign and t-boned me.  At first, I wanted some 
“Detroit iron”.  I had a used ’65 Mustang all picked out at a local dealership, but my Dad, who 
worked for the insurance company said that if he was going to cosign a note for me that I was 
“going to be limited to 50hp” and that meant another Ghia. 
 
We saw in the Free Press that one of the Detroit area dealers at the time, still had three '66 141 
demos for sale and we were all set to go get one.  Dad called the bank to arrange for out town fi-
nancing and VERY COINCIDENTALLY got a call from the LOCAL dealer within 20 minutes of hanging 
up with the bank.  The local dealer, Bushouse Motors, still had a BRAND NEW '66 coupe on the lot 
almost halfway into the ’67 model year and they were ready to deal!  So dad arranged the financing 
for me and we were all set to pick it up on 26 January 1967.  I was QUITE EXCITED to say the 
least.  MY FIRST NEW CAR!!!  I was just short of 17 years old. 
 
The 26th was a Thursday and it began snowing in the 
morning.  My buddy Duane was going to run me to 
the bank after school to get my $300 down payment 
from savings and then on to pick up dad at work and 
finally on to Bushouse Motors, the local dealer. 
 
By 6th hour, the snow was getting worse so Duane 
and I decided to forge notes to get out of Electronics 
class.  I suspected from the look on his face, that Mr. 
Kile knew these notes were forgeries, but he just 
kinda smiled and told us we'd better get going.  So 
we left school an hour early in Duane's '63 Rambler with “three on the tree”, dropped by the bank 
and down to dad's office.  The snow's REALLY coming down now! 
 
Dad said I was crazy to get this car today and that we should all just go home.  "Nope!  Can't do 
it!  First new car!  Gotta have it!"  Duane and I tried to talk him into leaving work early but he 

wouldn't do it, so finally at quitting time, we all piled in the Rambler and 
headed for Nichols’. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

My second Ghia - and my first NEW car  by Art Covert 

Continued  Page 8 



We only got about a block before Duane got stuck and burnt out his clutch trying to rock it 
out.  Dad was mad.  Standing in the road he pointed that index finger and yelled at me: "You boys 
get this car out of the road!  I'm going to walk up and get the Ghia.  Be ready to go when I get 
back!".  "Yessir!" I replied.  Then, just as he turned to go, he looked back at us and said "AND I'M 
GOING TO DRIVE IT HOME 'CAUSE I DON'T WANT YOU TO WRECK IT!"  I can see him in my mind's
-eye to this day, red faced with that vein sticking out of his neck!  "OK, dad", I said.  The snow's 
about 8-10" deep by now. 
 
So Duane and I and the guy from the corner gas station finally got the car into the gas station lot 
and about an hour later we see the Bermuda Blue Ghia coming down the street all shiny and 
new.  We yelled 'thanx' to the gas station guy and ran out to meet it.  I jumped in the back and 
Duane rode shotgun. 
 

About an hour and a half later we finally made the 4-5 miles to Duane's house and let him out.  The 
engine case was rubbing the freshly fallen snow by now and Duane had to push us to get us going 
again.  Another 20 minutes to get the last mile home.  As we came down 21st Street we saw mom's 
'65 Mercury in the driveway, just off the street.  I said to dad, "Where are you going to put it; you 
can't leave it on the street overnight, you'll get a ticket"  (normally you would, but probably not 
THAT night, there were cars stranded all over the township by now!).  Dad said "I'm going to try to 
shoot it up in the front yard, just missing your mother's car".  I said "I'll get out and watch". 
 

So I'm standing there behind the Mercury with my butt up 
against the license plate and dad gets the car positioned at 
roughly a 45 degree angle in the middle of the street.  No 
backup lights on '66s but it was clear to me it was in reverse; 
he guns the motor a couple of times and let's go the 
clutch.  The Ghia starts coming back very quickly, up over 
the driveway apron and into the front yard and just as it flies 
by, I hear this HORRIBLE scraping noise. 
 

Dear Ol' Dad had caught the corner of mom's bumper with 
the left-rear quarter of my BRAND NEW car. 
 

Almost 17 years old and I cried like a baby.  2 hours after delivery my first new car of my miserable 
little life had it's 1st scar.  I never let my father forget the last words he said to me, standing in front 
of that gas station at the corner of McCamly Street and North Avenue!  
 

School was closed the next day and the following Monday due to the weather.  It had been the 
worst snow in recorded history up until that time and the first time in my K-11 years of school, that 
school had been closed.  Battle Creek had received over 21" of snow that day. 
 

But what hurt the most, I think, was with no school that Friday, Duane and his brother Clarence, 
decided to snowshoe over to our house.  The first thing Duane said when he got inside was "What 
happened to the Ghia?" 
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The MVVC Newsletter Needs YOUR STORIES! 

If you have an interesting, technical or simply entertaining story about 
your air-cooled vehicle, PLEASE consider submitting your article to the  

Newsletter!  Also, if you have photos of any recent MVVC events or 
members, those are appreciated as well! 

Remember the Newsletter is 

 written FOR you and BY YOU! 

Spring Newsletter Deadline is March 1, 2012. 

MVVC Newsletter 

14122 Jackson Dr. 

Plymouth, MI  48170 

The MVVC is a 
Chapter of the 
Vintage Volks-
wagen Club of 
America 
(VVWCA).  
Members are en-
couraged to also 
join and support 

the VVWCA.  Membership is sepa-
rate from the MVVC membership.  
Applications for the national club 
may be found at : www.vvwca.com. 

Contact Information for 2011 MVVC Board & StaffContact Information for 2011 MVVC Board & Staff  

 President—Rick Cramer  rick@mvvc.net 

 Vice President—Larry Kabrick  larryk@mvvc.net 

 Treasurer—Christine Cramer ccramer@mvvc.net 

 Secretary—Wayne Burling   wayne@mvvc.net 

 Club Events—Bill Chapple  events@mvvc.net 

 Webmaster—Wayne Burling   webmaster@mvvc.net 

 Newsletter Editor—Wayne Burling newsletter@mvvc.net 
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